Why are we here?




What’s is man’s primary purpose?
* To glorify God
* (and) To enjoy him forever

Westminster Catechism — Q1



How do we fulfil our purpose?
* To glorify God

* We decorate eternity

* To enjoy him forever
* We show him what we want of him



Showing God what we want of him?

* We need to understand eternity

e We need to understand free will






Ask, seek, knock

9“So | say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 1% For everyone
who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who
knocks, the door will be opened.

11\Which of you fathers, if your son asks forlll a fish, will give him a
snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? 13If you then, though you are evil, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!

Luke 11:9-11


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2011&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25417f

Solomon asks for wisdom

“3So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to
distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great
people of yours?”

10The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 1 So God said to
him, “Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for
yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for
discernment in administering justice, 121 will do what you have asked. | will
give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been
anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 3 Moreover, | will give you what you
have not asked for—both wealth and honour—so that in your lifetime you
will have no equal among kings.”

1 Kings 3:9-13



The parable of the bags of Gold (part 1)

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his
servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 1> To one he gave five
bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag,!al each
according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. ¢ The man
who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his
money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with
two bags of gold gained two more. 8 But the man who had
received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2025&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24024a

The parable of the bags of Gold (part 2)

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and
settled accounts with them. 2 The man who had received five bags
of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me
with five bags of gold. See, | have gained five more.

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,” he said,
‘vou entrusted me with two bags of gold; see, | have gained two
more.



The parable of the bags of Gold (part 3)

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You
have been faithful with a few things; | will put you in charge of
many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came.
‘Master,” he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting
where you have not sown and gathering where you have not
scattered seed. 2> So | was afraid and went out and hid your gold in
the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that |
harvest where | have not sown and gather where | have not
scattered seed?



The parable of the bags of Gold (part 4)

27\Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the
bankers, so that when | returned | would have received it back
with interest.

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who
has ten bags. 2° For whoever has will be given more, and they will
have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have
will be taken from them. 39 And throw that worthless servant
outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”

Matthew 25:14-30
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God gives you your heart’s desire.

1. If you want to be with God in Eternity — you get to be with God In eternity.
2. If you don’t want anything to do with God — he eventually stops chasing you
3. If you want to enjoy his kingdom benefits — you become a citizen of heaven
4. 1T you want to build his kingdom — you get to rule and reign with him

5. If you want to be in his presence - you get to inhabit the throne room



Decorating Eternity — Building the temple -

-



Jesus the cornerstone to the temple

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow
citizens with God’s people and also members of his household, ?° built on
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to
become a holy temple in the Lord.

Ephesians 2:19-21

1 Unless the LoRrD builds the house,
the builders labour in vain.

Psalm 127:1



Building the temple

10 By the grace God has given me, | laid a foundation as a wise builder, and
someone else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 1! For no
one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus
Christ. 12If anyone builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones,
wood, hay or straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the
Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each person’s work. 4 If what has been built survives, the builder
will receive a reward. 1°If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss but yet
will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames.

1 Corinthians 3:10-14



The conclusion of the matter

Show God what you want of him by
the way you live your life.

Make your eternity the best you can,
by glorifying Christ here whilst on
earth.
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