
by the Spirit: Then and Now

The Witness in Ephesus: Acts 18 to 20

God’s kingdom collides with prevailing culture 







What does it take to become 
a true pilgrim today?

What does it take for someone to follow 
The Way in a place like Ephesus?





24 Now there came to Ephesus a Jew named Apollos 
from Alexandria. He was an eloquent man, well-versed 
in the scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the Way 
of the Lord, and he spoke with burning enthusiasm and 
taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though 
he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to 
speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him they took him aside and explained 
the Way of God to him more accurately. 27 And when 
he wished to cross over to Achaia, the brothers and 
sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to 
welcome him. On his arrival he greatly helped those 
who through grace had become believers. NRSV



Stay Open to the Spirit 

and keep learning 

about your faith in God



Who you gonna call? Sons of Sceva?



23 About that time no little disturbance broke out concerning the 
Way. 24 A man named Demetrius, a silversmith who made silver shrines 
of Artemis, brought no little business to the artisans. 25 These he 
gathered together, with the workers of the same trade, and said, “Men, 
you know that we get our wealth from this business. 26 You also see and 
hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost the whole of Asia this Paul 
has persuaded and drawn away a considerable number of people by 
saying that gods made with hands are not gods. 27 And there is danger 
not only that this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that 
the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be scorned, and she will be 
deprived of her majesty that brought all Asia and the world to worship 
her.” 28 When they heard this, they were enraged and shouted, “Great is 
Artemis of the Ephesians!” NRSV



35 But when the town clerk had quieted the crowd, he said, “Citizens of 
Ephesus, who is there who does not know that the city of the Ephesians 
is the temple keeper of the great Artemis and of the statue that fell from 
heaven? 36 Since these things cannot be denied, you ought to be quiet 
and do nothing rash. 37 You have brought these men here who are 
neither temple robbers nor blasphemers of our goddess. 38 If therefore 
Demetrius and the artisans with him have a complaint against anyone, 
the courts are open, and there are proconsuls; let them bring charges 
there against one another. 39 If there is anything further you want to 
know, it must be settled in the regular assembly. 40 For we are in danger 
of being charged with rioting today, since there is no cause that we can 
give to justify this commotion.” 41 When he had said this, he dismissed 
the assembly. NRSV



Understand that God 

is always working, 

going ahead of us



32 ”And now I commend you to God and to the message of his 
grace, a message that is able to build you up and to give you the 
inheritance among all who are sanctified. 33 I coveted no one’s 
silver or gold or clothing. 34 You know for yourselves that I 
worked with my own hands to support myself and my 
companions. 35 In all this I have given you an example that by 
such work we must support the weak, remembering the words 
of the Lord Jesus, for he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give 
than to receive.’” NRSV



Carry God’s Grace 

to be a blessing to 

others
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