


άLŦ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
polar opposition to the Beatitudes Jesus 

taught, it would look strikingly similar to much 
of pop Christianity that has taken over the 

ŀƛǊǿŀǾŜǎ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέ 

φ ¢ƻƴȅ /ŀƳǇƻƭƻ 

{ƻƳŜ vǳƻǘŜǎ ΧΦ



άL ƘŀǾŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǿƘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ 
want to put a stone monument of the Eight 

Beatitudes on a courthouse lawn. Then I 
realize that the Eight Beatitudes of Jesus 

would probably not be very good for any war, 
any macho worldview, the wealthy, or our 

ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦέ 

φ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ wƻƘǊ 

{ƻƳŜ vǳƻǘŜǎ ΧΦ



ά²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǎƻǊǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀǎ 
the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount 
make clear, he doesn't send in the tanks. He 
sends in the meek, the broken, the justice 

hungry, the peacemakers, the pure hearted 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦέ 

φ ¢ƻƳ ²ǊƛƎƘǘ

{ƻƳŜ vǳƻǘŜǎ ΧΦ



ά¢ƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ άǘƻ Řƻ ƭƛǎǘέ ǘƻ 
be attempted by eager, rule-keeping disciples. 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ άŘƻƴŜέ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ DƻŘ 

brings to bear in the people who follow 
WŜǎǳǎΦέ 

φ wƻƴƴƛŜ aŎ.ǊŀȅŜǊ

{ƻƳŜ vǳƻǘŜǎ ΧΦ



Where are we going 
this morning?
Å Will you join Jesus on the Mountain?

Å What did Jesus say ...

Å How do we make sense of the Beatitudes?

Å What will we do with today?



Will you join Jesus on the 
mountain?

Matthew 5:1 
(Bible for Everyone)




